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· Activating prior knowledge to guide learning
· Using engaging activities and creating motivation
· Creating a positive environment and a ‘can do’ approach is encouraged 
· Differentiated instruction and scaffolding and gradual release of responsibility
· Explicit teaching of concepts
· Modelling how to do tasks
· Guided practice
· Adopting a broader view of literacy beyond reading and writing
· Developing self efficacy, student confidence
· Balanced Instruction in the modes of literacy
· Collaborative work
· Recognising low and high stakes writing

Writing activities for the classroom (Writing to be read and discussed, not ‘red penned’. The focus on students’ understanding, learning and synthesising of ideas and thoughts)
· Increasing how much time students spend writing
· Include more low stakes writing in your planning such as
· Entrance and Exit Slips 
· Journal Writing or Blogging or Learning Logs 
· Double-Entry Journal Instructions
· Written Conversations  
· Writing Breaks
· Responding to texts in writing
· Summarise a text (not cut and paste!)
· Create and answer written questions about a text
· Use graphic organisers and charts such as PMI, KWL, brainstorming, concept mapping, clustering

(Hall & Harding, 2003; Lewis & Wray, 2001; Mazzoni & Gambrell, (   ); Alvermann, 2001; Graham & Herbert, 2010; Daniels, Zemelman & Steineke, 2007)


Thinking Strategies of Effective Readers 
from ‘Subjects Matter’ Daniels & Zemelmen (2007)
Ways to get students thinking about the texts the see, hear or read.

Visualise:  	Make mental pictures or sensory images 
Connect:  	Connect to own experience and other readings
Question: 	Wonder and interrogate the text
Infer:         	Predict, hypothesise, interpret, draw conclusions
Evaluate:  	Make Judgements, determine importance
Analyse:    	Notice text structures, purpose, theme, point of view
Recall:       	Retell, summarise, remember information
Self-Monitor	To recognise and act on confusion and uncertainty
For more detailed information see...
 Keene and Zimmerman (2007) Mosaic of Thought The Power of Comprehension Strategy Instruction Second Edition

