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What type of learner am I?

Go to: ESC Library website  VCE students  Kickstart 

	Results:
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Tactile/Kinesthetic Learner:


	Characteristics
	Make your Learning Style work for you!


	· The “Do-er”
· Needs to touch, handle, manipulate materials and objects, especially while studying or listening
· Counts on fingers and talks with hands
· Good at drawing designs
· Often doodles while listening, thus processing information
· Good at sports, mechanics, using appliances and tools
· Often adventurous
· May find it hard to sit still for long periods
· May become distracted by their need for activity and exploration
	· Take frequent study breaks and vary your activities
· Make studying more physical—work at a standing desk, chew gum, pace while memorizing. read while on an exercise bike, mold a piece of clay, squeeze a tennis ball
· Use bright colors to highlight reading material
· Dress up your work space with posters and color
· Play music in the background while you study
· When reading, first skim through the whole thing to get a feel for what its about, then read the chapter carefully
· Use spatial note taking techniques such as mind mapping
· Visualize complex projects from start to finish before beginning—this will allow you to keep the big picture in mind











[image: PE07677_]Visual Learner: 

	Characteristics
	Make your Learning Style work for you!


	· Reader/observer
· Scans everything; wants to see things, enjoys visual stimulation
· Enjoys maps, pictures, diagrams, and color
· Needs to see the teacher’s body language/facial expression to fully understand
· Not pleased with lectures
· Daydreams; a word, sound or smell causes recall and mental wandering
· Usually takes detailed notes
· May think in pictures and learn best from visual displays

	· Have a clear view of your teachers when they are speaking so you can see their body language and facial expression
· [image: PE07677_]Use color to highlight important points in text
· Illustrate your ideas as a picture and use mind maps
· Use multi-media such as computers or videos.
· Study in a quiet place away from verbal disturbances
· Visualize information as a picture to aid learning
· Make charts, graphs and tables in your notes.
· Participate actively in class—this will keep you involved and alert
· When memorizing material, write it over and over
· Keep pencil and paper handy so you can write down good ideas.




[image: BD05552_]Auditory Learner: 

	Characteristics
	Make your Learning Style work for you!


	· Interpret the underlying meanings of speech through listening to tone of voice, pitch, speed and other nuances
· Prefers directions given orally 
· Seldom takes notes or writes things down
· Prefers lectures to reading assignments
· Often repeats what has just been said; talks to self

	· Think aloud and talk to yourself
· Participate in class discussions/debates
· Make speeches and presentations
· Read text out loud—especially when proofreading or when tired
· Create musical jingles and mnemonics to aid memorization
· Use a tape recorder 
· Discuss your ideas verbally with a friend or small group
· Use verbal analogies
· When doing math computations by hand, use graph paper to help you keep your columns aligned
· Recite information over and over to better memorize material
· You may want to sit near the side or back of the classroom where there is less visual stimulation


Multiple intelligences

Go to: ESC Library website  VCE students  Kickstart 

How to Use Your Smarts 
· If you are strong in Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence, you should find movement in studying. Memory is triggered by location, so moving helps you learn and remember new concepts. This intelligence will help you as you lay out or act out problems physically using your muscles and movements. Try moving around randomly as you think over, discuss, and work on math problems, plan essays, or figure out assignments. Working on a large chalk or whiteboard will also help. Walking a large figure-eight shape as you go over notes, work out problems, study for tests will help you remember the content, because this movement changes your state of mind thus involving more functions in your brain.
· If your Interpersonal Intelligence is strong, you do well organizing study groups and facilitating others, working together to discuss problems, assignments, or study for tests. Taking a leadership role, you will feel more comfortable and find that you will learn more. The teacher always learns the most. You may wish to volunteer to tutor students.
· Strong Intrapersonal Intelligence means you may enjoy contemplating subjects on your own at least part of the time. If you are studying math, systems of thought and systems of social organization can be described in mathematical terms. Use your own thought processes to make notes, draw mind maps, anything that may help you remember the concepts you need to know.
· If you are strong in Musical Intelligence, you may find the mathematical descriptions of what happens in music very fascinating and revealing. Putting formulas or important bits of information to music will help you remember. Some people can learn by listening to music. Be careful what you choose to listen to. It should be background music, and not something that takes away from your concentration.
· Having strong Naturalist Intelligence means you notice patterns and relationships. Use this in what you are studying by noticing similarities, differences, and categories. Beginning with the whole and working down into the parts may benefit you. It will be extremely important for you to have a working knowledge of the "big picture."
· If your Spatial Intelligence is strong, you learn well by making models of problems - models that you can manipulate and move in order to understand symbolic meaning. Use clay or plastic straws to create geometric shapes. Use model cars or airplanes to simulate the action in motion problems involving distance, rates, and times. Use models or pictures to help remember history analogies.
· If you are strong in Verbal-Linguistic Intelligence, use the ability to read a textbook to learn and understand the course you are studying. You may want to write symbols in words to make sense of them. If you are studying math you may want to write down the reasons for each step - so that you can see it in the language of words as well as the language of mathematics.  Challenge yourself to learn a new word regularly and use it in your writing.
From: http://www.uvu.edu/learningstrategies/styles/multiple.html

Task words - The following words commonly appear in the ‘stem’ of exam questions. It is essential that students respond in the manner expected by examiners.

	Key Words
	What you are required to do

	Analyse
	Use the information provided to make links and relationships between the factors being considered

	Characteristics
	Description(s) of the key features

	Compare
	Show/comment on the similarities that exist

	Comprehensive
	Provide as much information as required to show a ‘deep’ understanding of the concept under consideration

	Contrast
	Show/comment on the differences that exist

	Critique/Critical
	Involving skilful judgments on the material after considering all relevant factors

	Define
	Provide the exact meaning of the item under consideration

	Demonstrate
	Show or display

	Describe
	Provide the general features under consideration

	Detailed
	Containing many accurate pieces of information to show a thorough understanding

	Discuss
	Look at al aspects of the feature being considered

	Distinguish
	Clearly show the differences between factors being considered

	Effectiveness
	Able to produce the desired outcome – in most cases linking a part of the course to an outcome or end result

	Establish
	Convince the reader beyond all doubt

	Evaluate
	Provide both sides of the feature/concept – strengths and weaknesses; positives and negative – and finishing off with an opinion

	Explain
	Present details to show a clear understanding of related material

	Identify
	Select an appropriate factor

	Illustrate
	Provide examples to highlight your thoughts

	Impact
	How one or more factors bring about outcomes and results

	Insightful
	Presenting a ‘deep’ understanding of concepts – quiet often a detailed understanding of how things work and are interrelated

	Interrelationship
	Showing how concepts and parts of the course are linked

	Justify
	Provide evidence to support your stance

	List
	Provide several points (‘bits’ of information)

	Outline
	Provide in summary format

	Relevant
	Covering aspects that are directly linked to what is being considered

	State
	Provide a specific name, reason or factor

	Suggest
	Provide ideas, thoughts and recommendations

	Thorough
	Providing all that you are required or asked to and not leaving any important part out of your response



	TERM
	DEFINITION
	IN OWN WORDS
	EXAMPLE

	Physical Activity
	Movement of large muscle groups that results in increases in energy expenditure. Physical activity includes active play, sport, exercise, organised and non-organised activities, walking and cycling.
	Physical activity that involves increased energy expenditure
	Running/Football

	National Physical Activity Guidelines (NPAG)
	Set of guidelines developed by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing that refers to the minimum  levels of physical activity required for the attainment of good health and a healthy body weight.
	
	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	


 Glossary.  

Create flashcards: Library Website  Flashcards




Reading for meaning

Developed and developing countries
Using the terms ‘ developed country ’ and ‘ developing country ’ is one way to classify countries. In the past, development referred to the level of economic development. Developed countries were considered to have a high level of economic development, many industries and were not solely reliant on primary production such as mining and farming. Developing countries, on the other hand, had a low level of economic development and relied largely on primary production and subsistence farming. Developing countries have also been referred to as ‘third world countries’ while developed countries were sometimes known as ‘industrialised countries’. These terms have since been replaced with developing and developed countries. However, it is difficult to classify a country as either developed or developing because they may have some features that are common to both groupings. There are many factors that contribute to development, such as health status and health systems, economics (including the level of wealth or GDP),environmental health, and education.

























	Write down what you remember















	















Reading is a meaning seeking process. Effective readers are active, not passive. They take some time before they begin to read a text to:
· activate prior knowledge
· preview the passage (vocabulary and structure of the text)
· make predictions
· establish a purpose
· generate questions
Preparing Key Knowledge or Chapter summaries

What is a summary?

Definition:  a brief statement in your own words of a text's main ideas (Holt Handbook, 5th edition); a condensation of "an extended idea or argument into a sentence or more in your own words" (Little, Brown Handbook, 5th edition).

You need to prepare key knowledge summaries for EVERY subject, unit and area of study you do. 

Writing a good summary -- no matter what the type -- is not an easy task. 

Above everything else, a summary must be an accurate presentation of the information; it should also demonstrate that YOU have an understanding of that information.

To gain such an understanding, you must read your textbook, class notes, handouts and further reading thoroughly and clear up anything that you do not understand. You are looking to simplify what may be complex or complicated about the information.

Where to start

As you read through the chapter form your own questions/ key ideas, see below as an example.  Don’t forget to check out the Key Knowledge and Key Skills before you start! 
After you have formed your own questions/ideas then compare this with the ‘Key knowledge’.

Creating the summary

1. Use the questions/ideas that you have formulated to form your own definitions. It is VERY important for checking your own understanding that you write your definitions in your own words. 





Elevate Educate

Study Sensei

Rules to learning

Rule # 1: Use the study design
Rule # 2: Make notes during the term
Rule # 3: Use loose leaf paper and a folder
Rule # 4: Pay attention to space and colour

Rules to mastering
Rule # 1: Use a system of revision
· take notes
· review notes immediately
· review 24 hours later
· review 1 and 2 weeks later
Rule # 2: Use mind mapping
Rule # 3: Practice papers
Rule # 4: Pay attention to space and colour

How to make accurate notes

Key knowledge and key skills - www.vcaa.vic.edu.au

Eg. Legal Studies

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the structure and role of parliament,
including its processes and effectiveness as a law-making body, describe why legal change is needed,
and the means by which such change can be influenced.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of
Study 1.

Key knowledge
This knowledge includes:
• principles of the Australian parliamentary system: representative government, responsible
government, and the separation of powers
• the structure of the Victorian Parliament and the Commonwealth Parliament and the roles played
by the Crown and the Houses of Parliament in law-making
• the reasons why laws may need to change
• the role of the Victorian Law Reform Commission
• the means by which individuals and groups influence legislative change, including petitions,
demonstrations and use of the media
• the legislative process for the progress of a bill through parliament
• strengths and weaknesses of parliament as a law-making body.

Key skills
These skills include the ability to:
• define key legal terminology and use it appropriately
• discuss, interpret and analyse legal information and data
• explain the principles and structures of the Australian parliamentary system
• use contemporary examples to explain the influences on legislative change
• evaluate the effectiveness of methods used by individuals and groups to influence change in the
law
• critically evaluate the law-making processes of parliament.






Venn Diagram

[image: ]
eg. 1- English – characters




eg. 2- English (compare and contrast the different techniques)

Mind Mapping
[image: http://litemind.simplusmedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/08/laws-of-mind-mapping-mindmap.jpg]
eg. 1 – Japanese
eg. 2 – English (persuasive techniques)
eg. 3 - Processes












Concept Grid
[image: ]eg. 1 - Biology



	
















Flow chart
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Fishbone diagram
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Last minute exam strategies

1. Get a good nights sleep
2. Get active
3. Have a healthy, nutritious breakfast
4. Drink at least 500ml water first thing in the morning
5. Check that you have all of your materials the night before the exams
6. Decide what your pre-exam strategy will be
7. Use reading time to develop your writing strategy
8. During writing time, read, underline or highlight the key words in the question before you start writing
9. Before you answer the tough questions ask yourself “what is this question asking of me?”
10. Give it your best effort


Additional information:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Look at the assessors reports on the VCAA website. Topic areas not done well on previous exams are always examined again.

Concentrate on the areas you are NOT comfortable with. Monitor what you don’t truly understand.

In tests/exam read the short answer first and pick a question that you know how to do. This will calm you down, give you a confidence boost and prevent you rushing though the Multiple choice and making careless errors because you are nervous.









Useful Resources:

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
· study designs, past exams, assessor reports

www.vcehelp.com.au
· general VCE advice, subject specific advice

www.tsfx.com.au
· sign up for free to receive subject notes, trial exams, study tips and loads more
· FREE for a limited time only

www.elevateeducation.com
username: jamesr
password: pacco




To find out more go to:

Synergy : http://synergy.emeraldsc.vic.edu.au/default.aspx
Library
Study skills
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