READINESS STRATEGIES
nstructional Strategy—Anticipation Guide
ANTICIPATION GUIDE
Is usually structured as a series of statements with which students can choose to agree or
disagree. Includes controversial statements related to the big ideas of a unit.
Anticipation guides are used twice within a lesson or unit:
1. Before learning a new concept—to activate prior knowledge and promote interest
2. After learning the new concept—to reinforce learning and to check for understanding
Anticipation guides help teachers determine the readiness of their students for learning
a new concept.
*Category of Instructional Strategy—Questions, Cues and Advance Organizers. Strategies may relate to more than one instructional strategy category.
*Marzano, R., Pickering, D., and Pollock, Jane. (2001) Classroom Instruction that Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student
Achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
Instructional Strategy—Exit Cards
EXIT CARDS
Are written student responses to questions posed at the end of a class or learning activity.
Students put their names on cards and respond to a question(s) given by the teacher. Students
give their Exit Cards to the teacher before they leave the classroom.
Exit Cards help teachers determine the readiness of their students for learning a new concept
and/or serve as a check for understanding.
*Category of Instructional Strategy—Setting Objectives and Providing Feedback. Strategies may relate to more than one instructional strategy category.
*Marzano, R., Pickering, D., and Pollock, Jane. (2001) Classroom Instruction that Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student
Achievement. Alexandria, VA:

METAPHORS
• Are a way of comparing one concept or topic to another.
Students are provided with a concept—through an image, text, sound—any of the senses.
Students may select an initial concept of their choice (e.g., from posters or charts in various
areas of the classroom). Students are asked how this concept is like another—usually one that
is well known to them (e.g., How is (an image on a poster) like “an ecosystem”?). Students
brainstorm the ways the concepts are similar and the ways they are different.
Since the brain is constantly searching for connections and patterns, metaphors are a powerful
way to introduce or reinforce new learning.
*Category of Instructional Strategy—Identifying Similarities and Differences. Strategies may relate to more than one instructional strategy category.
* Marzano, R., Pickering, D., and Pollock, Jane. (2001) Classroom Instruction that Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student
Achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD

 VENN DIAGRAM
• Is a graphic organizer consisting of two or more intersecting circles.
• Is used to compare attributes and characteristics of concepts and items (e.g., things, people,
places, events, ideas) that have similarities and differences (e.g., a chair and a bridge).
• Can be constructed to appeal to the learning preferences of students—e.g., a diagram on
paper, yarn or string on the floor, hoops in the gym.
Similarities are placed in the space where the two circles intersect; differences are placed in
the circle to which they relate.
Venn diagrams are used to help students learn and to demonstrate their learning.
*Category of Instructional Strategy—Identifying Similarities and Differences. Strategies may relate to more than one instructional strategy category.
*Marzano, R., Pickering, D., and Pollock, Jane. (2001) Classroom Instruction that Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student
Achievement. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

The Traffic Light
Teachers working with the King’s-Medway-Oxfordshire Formative Assessment Project in England created the “traffic light” technique. 
At points when teachers want to be sure that students understand a concept, they ask students to hold up a green, amber or red sign to indicate whether they understand, think they understand but are not quite sure, or do not understand. They spend more time with students showing amber and red.
How could you use this to plan for the next stage in student learning?
What data does this give you the teacher?

Essential Question
What are the traits of an essential question? 
· The question probes a matter of considerable importance. 
· The question requires movement beyond understanding and studying - some kind of action or resolve - pointing toward the settlement of a challenge, the making of a choice or the forming of a decision. 
· The question cannot be answered with a quick and simple “yes” or “no” answer. 
· The question probably endures, shifts and evolves with time and changing conditions - offering a moving target in some respects. 
· The question may be unanswerable in the ultimate sense. 
· The question may frustrate the researcher, may prove arid rather than fertile and may evade the quest for clarity and understanding. 

Design an essential question to determine your students’ readiness for a unit of work.

Sentence Starters
Sentence starters of varying degrees of complexity can be used to determine readiness. For example: ‘Differentiated Instruction’ means…
· as a teacher I …
· in the classroom there is…
· assessment for learning is
· assessment as learning is…
· I believe…
· I know…
· I am able to…
· students are…
· my planning is…
· the classroom is…

Re-write some of these to determine student readiness for a particular unit of work.
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